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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Listing of Claims: 

31. (previously presented) A method operating a distributed processing system 
having a network coupling a number M of Host distributed devices to process 
workloads for the distributed processing system, a plurality of Client systems 
requesting processing of the workloads, one or more network sites coupled to the 
network for providing services upon request to a multiplicity of Host distributed 
devices including at least the M Host distributed devices, and a Server system for 
selectively distributing the workloads for processing by the distributed processing 
system comprising the steps of: 

a) sending a software agent to a number N of Host distributed devices 
selected from the M Host distributed devices, the software agent 
configured to start a program execution at a predetermined first time 
interval; 

b) sending a test program to each of the N Host distributed devices, wherein 
the test program is configured to request a service from a first network site 
selected from the one or more network sites; and 

c) sending a request to each of the N Host distributed devices to concurrently 
start execution of the test program at the first time interval. 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 31 further comprising the step of 
receiving, in the Server system, a status from each of the N Host distributed devices 
in a second time interval following the first time interval, the status indicating a 
quality of providing the service to each of the N Host distributed devices. 

33. (previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the status is generated 
automatically by the N Host distributed devices following the first time interval. 
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34. (previously presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the status is generated 
in response to a request from the Server system. 

35. (currently amended) The method of claim 3 1 further comprising the steps of: 

d) determining if any of the N Host distributed devices had a failure in 
receiving the service requested by running the test program; 

e) increasing the number N if no failure was detected; and 

f) repeat steps [[c)]] a) through e) until the failure is detected from at least 
one of the N Host distributed devices or N is equal to M. 

36. (previously presented) The method of claim 3 1 further comprising the step of : 

receiving a request from one of the Client systems to test a network site 
coupled to the network. 

37. (previously presented) The method of claim 31, wherein the test program sent to 
each of the N Host distributed devices is the same test program. 

38. (previously presented) The method of claim 31, wherein each of the N Host 
distributed devices is sent a different test program, wherein each test program 
requests a different service from the first network site. 

39. (previously presented) The method of claim 31, wherein the M Host distributed 
devices are coupled to the network in response to an incentive. 

40. (currently amended) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the first network site is an 
internet web site. 

41. (currently amended) The method of claim 31, wherein the first time p e riod 
interval is selected to coincide with a peak time the first network site receives 
requests from the multiplicity Host distributed devices excluding the N Host 
distributed devices. 
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42. (currently amended) The method of claim [[31]] 32, wherein the quality of 
service comprises a response time in providing the service to a particular one of the N 
Host distributed devices. 

43. (previously presented) A computer program product operating within a Server 
system coupled to a network and managing a distributed processing system, the 
network configured to enable the Server system to selectively couple a number M of 
Host distributed devices to perform workloads for the distributed processing system, 
the program product comprising a program of instructions for performing the 
program steps of: 

a) sending a software agent to a number N Host distributed devices selected 
from the M Host distributed devices, the software agent configured to start 
a program execution at a predetermined first time interval; 

b) sending a test program to each of the N Host distributed devices, wherein 
the test program is configured to request a service from a first network site 
selected from the one or more network sites; and 

c) sending a request to each of the N Host distributed devices to concurrently 
start execution of the test program at the first time interval. 

44. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43 further 
comprising the step of receiving, in the Server system, a status from each of the N 
Host distributed devices in a second time interval following the first time interval, the 
status indicating a quality of providing the service to each of the N Host distributed 
devices. 

45. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 44, wherein the 
status is generated automatically by the N Host distributed devices following the first 
time interval. 

46. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 44, wherein the 
status is generated in response to a request from the Server system. 
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47. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 43 further 
comprising the steps of: 

d) determining if any of the N Host distributed devices had a failure in 
receiving the service requested by running the test program; 

e) increasing the number N if no failure was detected; and 

f) repeat steps [[c)]] a} through e) until the failure is detected from at least 
one of the N Host distributed devices or N is equal to M. 

48. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43 further 
comprising the step of: 

receiving a request from one of the Client systems to test a network site 
coupled to the network. 

49. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43, wherein the 
test program sent to each of the N Host distributed devices is the same test program. 

50. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43, wherein each 
of the N Host distributed devices is sent a different test program, wherein each test 
program requests a different service from the first network site. 

51. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 43, wherein the 
M Host distributed devices are coupled to the network in response to an incentive. 

52. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 43, wherein the 
first network site is an internet web site. 

53. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 43, wherein the 
first time p e riod interval is selected to coincide with a peak time the first network site 
receives requests from the M Host distributed devices excluding the N Host 
distributed devices. 
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54. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim [[43]] 44, wherein 
the quality of service comprises a response time in providing the service to a 
particular one of the N Host distributed devices. 

55. (previously presented) A software agent operating within each of a multiplicity 
of Host distributed devices coupled to a network, the network configured to enable a 
Server system to selectively couple the multiplicity of Host distributed devices to 
perform workloads for a distributed processing system, the software agent comprising 
a program of instructions for performing the program steps of: 

receiving a request from the server system to process a test program workload 
in one of the multiplicity of Host distributed devices for testing a site coupled to the 
network; 

receiving the test program and a predetermined first time interval, the test 
program configured to request a service by accessing the site; 

starting an execution of the test program in a first Host distributed device 
selected from the multiplicity of Host distributed devices at the first time interval; and 

sending a status to the Server system at a second time following the first time- 
interval, the status indicating a quality of service provided to the first Host distributed 
device at the first time interval. 

56. (previously presented) The software agent of claim 55, wherein the status is 
determined by monitoring a response sent to the first Host distributed device by the 
site following the first time interval. 
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